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PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING 12 (INCLUDING COVER SHEET) PAGES 

Name: Examiner Gushi, R. 

Firm: MS Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 

City & Country: Alexandria, Virginia 
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IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS READING OR ARE MISSING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PAGES, 
PLEASE CONTACT OUR OPERATOR AT (212) 725-2450. 
XEROX (GROUPS HI-HI) (212) 725-2452 

Operator Marie 

THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL tS INTENDED FOR THE USE OF THE ADDRESSEE ONLY AND MAY 
CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE EXEMPT 
FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, DO 
NOT READ THE FOLLOWING MATERIAL, AND DO NOT DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL TO 
ANYONE OTHER THAN THE INTENDED RECIPIENT. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS 
COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE OR FACSIMILE 
AND MAIL THIS COMMUNICATION TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS. THANK YOU. 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION BY FACSIMILE (37 CFR 1.8) 

Applicant(s): Masahide Hio et a!. 



Appl. No. 
09/893,931 



Filing Date 
June 28, 2001 



Examiner 
Gushl, R. 



Docket No. 
FP01-003US 



Group Art Unit 
2833 



I hereby certify that this Transmittal of Petition is being facsimile transmitted to 

(identify type of ccrresponclenco) 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office {Fax No. 703-308-691 6) on June 22. 2004 . 

(Date) 



Marie B. Bufalo 

(Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate) 
(Signature) U 
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H-03) 



PETITION FOR REVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR PATENT ABANDONED 
UNINTENTIONALLY UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(b) 



Docket Number (Optional) 

FP01-003US 



First named inventor: Masahlde Hio 
Application No.: 09/893,931 
Filed: June 2B - 2001 

Title: INSULATION-DISPLACEMENT TERMINAL FITTING 



Attention: Office of Petitions 
Mall Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
FAX: (703)30S-6916 



Art Unit: 2833 
Examiner: Gusht, R. 



RECEIVED 

JAM 1 3 2005 

OFFICE OF PETITION 



NOTE: If information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions 
Information at (703) 305-9282. 

The above-identified application became abandoned for failure to file a timely and proper reply to a 

notice or action by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The date of abandonment Is the day after the 

expiration date of the period set for reply in the Office notice or action plus an extensions of time 

actually obtained. *" 

APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS FOR REVIVAL OF THIS APPLICATION 

NOTE; A gran table petition requires the following items: 

(1) Petition feo; 

(2) Reply and/or issue fee; 

(3) Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee -required for all utility and plant applications 
filed before June 8, 1995; and for all design applications; and 

(4) Statement that the entire delay was unintentional. 



1 , Petition fee 

□ Small entity-fee 



. (37 CFR 1 .1 7(m)). Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27. 



□ Other than small entity - fee $ 1. 330.00 (37 CFR 1 ,17(m)) 

2. Reply and/or fee 

A. The reply and/or fee to the above-noted Office action in 

the form Of RCE (&770.OQ) and AmpnrimftjQfr 

□ has been filed previously on 



(identify type of reply): 



0 is enclosed herewith. 
B. The issue fee and publication fee (if required) of $ w 

Bhas been paid previously on ~ 
Is enclosed herewith. 



[Page 1 of2J 

This collection of information te required by 37 CFR 1 .137. The Information ft required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality ft governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This ooltedion is estimated to take 1.0 hour to complete, 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USFTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual Case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U $ Patent 
and Trademark Office, U,S. Department of Commerce, P.O. 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, DO WOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mall Stop Petition, Commissions* far Patents. P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

if you rreetf assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 a/id select option 2. 
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3. Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee 

□ Since this utility/plant application was filed on or after June 8, 1995, no terminal disclaimer is required. 

□ A terminal disclaimer (and disclaimer fee (37 CFR 1 -20(d)) of $ for a small entity or $ for 

other than a small entity) disclaiming the required period of time is enclosed herewith (see PTO/SB/63). 

4. STATEMENT: The entire delay in fifing the required reply from the due date for the required reply until the 
filing of a grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional. [NOTE. The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office may require additional information if there is a question as to whether either the 
abandonment or the delay in filing a petition under 37 CFR 1 .137(b) was unintentional (MPEP 

711.03(c), subsections (lll)(C) and (D))]. 



WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



June 22, 2004 



Telephone 
Number- 



Date 

(212) 725-2450 




Signature 
Gerald E. Haspaa 



Enclosures; Q Fee Payment 

□ Reply 

□ Terminal Disclaimer Form 



Typed or printed name 
274 Madison Avenue - Sufts 1703 



Address 
New YorK NY 10016 



Address 



D Additional sheets containing statements establishing unintentional delay 
□ Other: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION [37 CFR 1 .8(a)] 



I hereby oertify that this correspondence is being; 

□ deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postago as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mall Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

0 transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
(703) 308-6916. 



June 22, 2004 



Date Signature 



Signature U 



Marie B. Bufalo 

Type or printed name of person signing certificate 
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Under the Paperwork Radurtlon Act of 1995. fio persons are required to respond h> a coUsettcn of information unless it contains 



f Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 
Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

AJexandria, VA 22313-1450 



PTCVSB/30 (09-03) 
Approved for use thn^b 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
m unless it co ntains a valid OMB control number . 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/893,931 



June 28. 2001 



Masahlde Hio 



2633 



Gushi, R, 



FP01-003US 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR r 1 14 doea not apply to any ulflty Or plant application fited prior to 
1995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2. 



June 6, 



[Submissi on required under 37 CFR 1 .1 14] Note: if the RCE is proper, anv previously filed unp.ntprftH am^m^k ?n n 
amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order in which they were fifed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendments) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendments). 

Previously submitted.. |f a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be 
considered as a submission even if this box is not checked. 

□ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Rely Brief previously filed on 

CD Other 



□ 



0 



enclosed 

0 Amendment/Reply 

r~] _ Affidavftfsy Deciaration(s) 



iii. 

rv. 



□ 

□ 



Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
Other_ 



Miscellaneous 



a. □ 
»- □ 
I Fees] 
a, 0 



Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a 

period Of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 Cfr 1 .17(1) squired) 

Other 



RECEIVEED 



The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.1 14 when the RCE l3 filed. 
The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No. 03-1030 



JAN 1 3 20 15 
OFFICE OF PETIT 0NS 



Hi. 
□ 
□ 



IE) 
□ 
□ 



RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 ?n4 1,17) 
Other 



Check in the amount of $ 



enclosed 



Payment by credit card (Form PTO-203S enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card Information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



JVfrttO (PrtntnWe) 



Signature 



r\ SIGNATURE Qj 



SIGNATURE Of APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



Registration NO. (Attomay/Agent) 1 30,066 



Pare |May20, 2004 



CERTIFICATE Of MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 



l hereby certify that this correspondence ($ Wng deposited with the Unfted States Postal Service wOn sufficient posupe as first class mail In an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop RCE. Commissioner for Patents, P. o. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450 or facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Petent and Trademark 
Office on the date shown below. 



Name (Print/Type) 



Marie B. BufBlo 



Signature 



Date 



r — ■ jMav20,2004 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file tend by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 3S U.S.C, 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. ThEa collection is estimated to take 12 minute* to complete Including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time win very depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of limp you require to compfete this form enoVor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer u S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO; Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Boa 145D, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

if you neeo* assistance in completing the form, cat! 1-BQQ-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Group Art Unit: 2833 

Examiner: Gushi, R. Atty. Ref.: FP01-003US 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants Masahide Hio 

Eiji Kojima 



Appl. No. 

Filed 

For 



09/893,931 
June 28, 2001 

INSULATION-DISPLACEMENT TERMINAL FITTING 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



AMENDMENT 

Sir: 



This Amendment is. submitted concurrently with a Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE). Please amend the application as follows: 

RECEIVED 

JAM 1 3 2005 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS: 



9. 



(currently amended) An insulation-displacement terminal fitting 



comprising: a base wall, first and second opposed parallel side walls projecting 
perpendicularly from opposite sides of the base wall and defining a wire-receiving space 
between the side walls, first and second opposed V-shaped insulation-displacement 
portions projecting respectively from the first and second side walls into the wire-receiving 
space, first and second substant i a l ly p l anar locks projecting respectively from the first and 
second side walls into the wire-receiving space in positions spaced from the Insulation- 
displacement portions, each of said pla«af locks being completely planar to define a sing le; 
pjane aligned s ub s tantially normal to the r e spect i ve side wall s and the base wall , said first 
and second locks having opposite planar surfaces and being formed respectively with first 
and second edges extending betw een the opposite-planar surfaces of the respective locks. 
the first and second edges defining perttea s distal ends of the respective first and second 
locks furthest from the respective first and second side walls, whereby a wiro can bo 
ins e rt ed in to th e w i r e rooo i v i ng cpao e sufficiontly for cutt i ng a r e cin coating of tho w i ro by 
projecting ends of the insulation-displacement portions and br i nging being configured for 
cutting a re sin coating on a wire inserted into the wire receiving space so that a core of the 
wire tfrte contacts-wit* the projecting ends of the insulation-displacement portions, and 
wh e r ei n the edges of the locks being disposed to bite into at l east the resin coating so that 
the planar surfaces of each of said locks are aligned normal to a longitudinal direction of 
the wire and engage cu t-open surfaces of the resin coating for resisting a pull out force on 
tne wire in directions along the longitudinal direction of the wire and normal to the planar 
surfaces of the locks. 
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12. (previously presented) An insulation-displacement terminal fitting 
according to claim 9, wherein the locks project by a sufficient distance for contacting the 
core. 

13. (previously presented) An insulation-displacement terminal fitting 
according to claim 12, wherein the locks and the insulation-displacement portions project 
substantially equal distances from the respective side walls. 

14. (previously presented) An insulation-displacement terminal fitting 
according to claim 9, comprising a front end defining an engaging portion for engaging a 
mating terminal, the insulation displacement-terminal portions being rearward of the 
engaging portion, the locks being rearward of the insulation-displacement portions. 



3 



PAGE 9/12* RCVDAT 6122/2004 3:36:40 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1 * DNIS:7463258 ' CSID: ' DURATION (mnw$):03-14 



Jun. 22- 2004 3:58PM 



No- 5887 P. 10 



REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is requested. 

The applicants appealed a final rejection of the claims that existed prior to 

this Amendment. The merits of the rejection were carefully briefed by both counsel and 

Examiner Gushi and an oral argument was heard on February 17, 2004. The Board of 

Patent Appeals and Interferences issued a Decision on March 8, 2004 in which the final 

rejection of the claims existing prior to this Amendment was affirmed. The Examiner will 

note that a substantial part of the Decision emphasizes differences between the arguments 

made by counsel and the limitations in the claims as interpreted broadly and in view of the 

specification. In particular, page 12 of the Decision notes that "the locks need only be 

'substantially planar'" pursuant to claim 9. The Board noted that there are no limitations for 

"substantially" in the specification, and hence the elements 41a- and 41b of Endo were 

deemed to be substantially planar. The few sentences bridging pages 12 and 13 of the 

Decision were very instructive for identifying aspects of the appealed claims that led to the 

Board's affirmation of the final rejection. In particular, the Board emphasized: 

'The language of the claims does not recite that the contact 
must be the distal end of the substantially planar lock or that 
the lock must be completely planar or perpendicular to the 
wire. We find that as long as the lock is not a completely 
curved surface that the multiple planes taught by Endo 
would have been substantially planar since the claim does 
not recite substantially a single plane. Here we find the 
Examiner's rejection to be based upon the breadth of 
appellants' claimed invention." 

The full paragraph on page 13 also is instructive for understanding the 
reasoning behind the Decision of the Board. In particular, the Board quoted from the 
Appeal Brief where counsel argued that "neither of the references teaches planar locks 

4 
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normal to the side wall and having first and second edges for cutting the insulation". The 
Board then emphasized that "while this level of specificity may have been desired by 
appellants in the language of independent claim 9, appellants claim language does not 
support such a specific argument as discussed above." 

The preceding amendments to independent claim 9 are believed to address 
each of the deficiencies in the previously rejected claim 9 as noted in the above-quoted 
sections of the Decision. In particular, amended claim 9 now defines each of the locks as 
"being completely planar to define a single plane aligned substantial l y normal to the 
respective side walls and the base wall ." Additionally, the first and second locks are 
defined as "having op posite parallel planar surfaces and being formed respectively with 
first and second edges extending between the opposite planar surfaces of the respective 
jocks" so that " the first and second edges definingpertieFte distal ends" of the respective 
first and second locks furthest from the respective first and second side walls." 
Additionally, the edges of the locks are defined as " being disposed to bite into at loos* the 
resin coating so that the planar surfaces of each of said locks are aligned normal to a 
longitudinal direction of the wire and engage cut-open surfaces of the resin coating for 
resisting a pull-out force on the wire in directions along the longitudinal direction of the 
wire and normal to the planar surfaces of the locks ," 

It is again emphasized that the above-described locks are part of a terminal 
fitting that also has "V-shaped insulation-displacement portions." Thus, the V-shaped 
insulation-displacement portions achieve a desirably large contact area with the core of 
the wire, while the locks resist a pull-out force on the wire "in directions along the 
longitudinal direction of the wire and normal to the planar surfaces of the locks.". 

5 
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It is believed that the amended claims distinguish patentably over the prior 
art in view of these new limitations considered in the context of the above-quoted 
reasoning from the Decision of the Board. The Examiner is urged to contact applicants 
attorney at the number below to expedite the prosecution. 

Sctfully submitted, 






Date: May 20, 2004 



»erald ETHespos 
Atty. Reg. No. 30,0* 
Customer No. 001218 
CASELLA & HESPOS LLP 
274 Madison Avenue - Suite 1703 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel. (212) 725-2450 
Fax (212) 725-2452 
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